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CONTROVERSIAL DOCUMENTARY ABOUT TIBET OPENING IN MISSOULA 
MISSOULA-
“Wildhourse,” a documentary film that gives an unflinching look at life in modern 
Tibet, opens at Missoula’s Crystal Theater Friday, March 19. Chinese officials have 
denounced the film and have tried to prevent it from being shown in the United States.
Volunteers with The University of Montana’s Students for a Free Tibet will distribute 
leaflets outside the theater to enlist support for the Tibetan cause before the Tuesday, March 
23, screening. Following the movie the group will host an open discussion with the film’s 
writer/co-producer Julia Elliott.
With “Wildhourse,” Oscar-winning documentarian Paul Wagner has created a film that 
highlights the devastating story of three Tibetan cousins struggling to make a life in a city that 
has been transformed by Chinese occupation into a place of poverty, abuse and cultural 
tension.
Wagner said filming the documentary secretly in the Tibetan capital of Lhasa was a 
harrowing experience. “We did it without permission, posing as tourists,” he said. “It has to 
be a guerilla-style thing because there was no way the Chinese government was going to
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approve an American film crew shooting on the streets. There were plainclothes police, 
security people, and there’s this sort of paranoid (feeling) wherever you turn.”
The production depicts how many Lhasans are opportunists, some are Chinese 
collaborators and others are caught in a tricky game of cultural allegiance and desire. Those 
who remain resistant to the occupation must conceal their defiance and even their Buddhist 
faith.
The film describes the story of an aspiring Tibetan pop singer who wins favor with the 
Chinese government of occupied Tibet, but eventually face a crisis of conscience when her 
cousin, a Buddhist nun, is imprisoned and tortured for her religious beliefs.
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